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a provincial research institute   and also a survey   of the handloom industry in the
province.

CJBNTEAL PROVINCES

The Central Provinces Government wishes to establish weavers7 co-operative so-
cieties at Nagpur, Kamptee, Jubbulpore, Ellijpur and Burhanpur with a hundred
members in each society. There will be depots at each centre fpr the supply of
raw materials and for the sale of finished cloth. The total expenditure, for the five
societies, is established atEs. 63,000 in the first year. It is said that in the Central
Provinces the handloom weaving industry provides employment to 100,000 adult
workers and about 250,000 dependant. Forty per cent of the total quantity of cloth
consumed in the provinces is produced in handlooms.

ASSAM

In Assam the condition of handloom weavers is said to be unhappy owing to
the trade depression and competition from outside. Every householder, be he rich
or poor, possesses a loom.

The Assam Government propose two much needed schemes for the consideration
of the Government of India : (1) the starting of a commercial course as an addition
to the Government Weaving Institute at Gauhati ; (2) the reorganisation of the
Government emporium at Gauhati to increase its usefulness and expand its acti-
vities. The emporium, after its reorganisation, can become a central institution to
undertake such schemes as may be necessary for developing, co-operating, buying
and selling on behalf of handloom weavers and for the better organisation of the
industry.

BENGAL

The Bengal Government proposed to reconstitute the Board of Industrial Union,
appoint one weaving and dying expert for each industrial Union and to train up
weavers in new designs of patterns, textile, etc. One supervisor with technical
knowledge of weaving is proposed to be appointed for every 20 weavers' societies.
The union will require a lump subsidy of Es. 5,000 rupees each. Marketing offices
ate proposed to be appointed to supply information regarding marketing conditions
to the provincial society as well as of industrial unions.

PUNJAB

The Punjab Government propose to have a central organisation with branches
in weaving centres. These depots, in collaboration with the cooperative societies will
help in the supply of suitable qualities of raw materials at cheaper rates, supply
information as to the qualities of cloth to be purchased, as also in their standardiza-
tion and advertisement, Then there will be a marketing officer, with assistants, who
will advice the central organisation as to the types of cloth to be purchased and
at what price. It is proposed to locate the central organisation at Amritsar, with
branches in outlying important weaving centres like Ludhiana, Jalalpur, Hoshiar-
pur, Jattan, MuJtan and Panipat.

SEKICULTTOAL EESEABCH

Sericultural research, for which Es. 1 lakh is to be allotted annually for five
years, will be discussed by the conference, when the representatives from Madras,
Bihar and OrrisBa, AssPam, Mysore, Kashmir, Indore and Gwalior States, the
Central Provisoes, Bengal, the Punjab and Burma will explain their respective
schemes.

MYSOBE

Mysore produce about 50 per cent, of the total output of raw silk in India, and
according to the Tariff Board, the State spends Es. 2 lakhs annually. Tbe cost
of mulberry leaves constitute about 60 per cent, of the total cost of production
of silk.^ Hence the Mysore State proposed research work in manurial experi-
ments, improvement of local mulberry by grafting and other methods. As
regards sericulture, several experiments are suggested to increase this production
of cocoons per unit and improve their quality. Thirdly, economies in the cost of
reeling are proposed. The total cost of the schemes is a little over Es. 2 lakhs
non-recurriug and Es. 67,CCO recurring. The Mysore Government has also outlined